
God calls different Christians to different vocations 

 

Opening prayer 

O Lord, grant us grace to hear and believe your Word.  
Help us love one another as you have loved us.  
Inspire us to serve you and one another in our vocations every day— 
and to make these the chief concerns of our entire lives. Amen. 

 

All Christians in all vocations are equally righteous before God 

Read Romans 3:21-30. 

1. What is the status of every person in the world before God’s law? (verse 23) 

2. What is the status of every person in the world before God’s gospel? (verse 24) 

3. How does a person come to possess and enjoy this new status before God? (verse 28) 

4. What effect do the differences between people and their vocations have on their new status before 
God? (verses 27-30) 

 
 
Read Galatians 3:26-29. 

1. What makes us all “sons of God”? 

2. Some schools require all the children to wear school uniforms. This keeps the children from 
competing with one another to see who can dress the most stylishly and expensively. Paul says that 
our baptisms function just like a uniform. How? 

3. Evaluate this statement: Paul is saying that, in their relationships with one another, Jews, Gentiles, 
men, women, slaves, and free people are completely alike and that their vocations are 
interchangeable.  

4. Fernando, a clinical pharmacist, works for a company that distributes the abortion pill to people. 
He’s delighted to hear that all people in all vocations are equally acceptable to God. Now at last he 
can quiet his conscience whenever it bothers him about what he has distributed to some women. 
What do you think? 

 

My vocation in Christ 4 



God calls us to different vocations so that we can serve one another 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-26. 

1. How does Paul’s comparison help us understand the reason God makes us different? 

2. How does Paul’s comparison help us understand the important things we have in common, 
despite our differences? 

3. A person’s eye isn’t likely to say, “Because I’m not a hand, I’m not part of the body.” In what way 
does this sometimes happen, however, when Christians look at the vocations of others? 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13. 
1. This passage tells us that rather than focusing on the differences between us and our talents and 

vocations, we should focus on a better way. Describe that “most excellent” way. 

2. How does 1 Thessalonians 4:11 also help us in our vocations? 

3. Charles is an elder in his congregation. He is occasionally asked to teach Bible class, which he 
thoroughly enjoys. Sometimes when the pastor has to be gone on Sunday, he helps Charles 
prepare a sermon, which Charles then reads from the pulpit. This too is something Charles likes to 
do. But Charles doesn’t think he should have to make visits on delinquent members. “I don’t like 
doing that,” he says. “It’s obviously not my gift.” Comment. 

 
 

Therefore it is great wisdom when a human being does what God commands and earnestly devotes himself to his 
vocation without taking into consideration what others are doing. But surely there are few who do this. The majority 
do what the poet censures: “A lazy ox wants a saddle, a lazy nag wants to plow” [Horace, Epistles, I]. There are very 
few who live satisfied with their lot. The layman longs for the life of a cleric, the pupil wishes to be a teacher, the 
citizen wants to be a councilor, and each one of us loathes his own calling, although there is no other way of serving 
God than to walk in simple faith and then to stick diligently to one’s calling and to keep a good conscience. 

—Martin Luther (Luther’s Works 3:128) 
 
Next week: Through my vocation, God is glorified 


